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A120 Bypass (Little Hadham)
and Flood Alleviation Scheme
Welcome
Welcome to the October edition of the Little
Hadham Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme
Newsletter, produced to keep the community
updated on all aspects of the project.

The benefits of a new bypass and flood
alleviation scheme for Little Hadham

Project Newsletter
October-November 2020
River Ash Spillway works well
underway
The construction of the spillway is a
significant undertaking given its size, shape
and additional safety elements, as well as
the level of flood control required.

Once complete the new 3.9km bypass, to the
north of Little Hadham, will alleviate congestion
caused by the Little Hadham traffic lights and
provide more reliable journey times.
As part of the scheme, new road embankments
across the River Ash and Albury Tributary will
act as flood storage dams to reduce to reduce
flood risk to the village and other nearby
communities. Hertfordshire County Council have
worked in partnership with the Environment
Agency to develop the scheme to include flood
alleviation measures.
The scheme will improve air quality in Little
Hadham and also ultimately benefit the county’s
economy, with more reliable transport links to
Stansted Airport alongside other long-term
advantages for Hertfordshire.
The A120 Bypass and Flood Alleviation
Scheme is registered with the
Considerate Constructors Scheme.

Before (above) and after (below) of the concrete
pour at River Ash Spillway

#Didyouknow
Almost 500 tonnes of reinforced steel
were fixed at River Ash Spillway in
October. Concreting is being undertaken
in phases with the total volume of
concrete for the Spillway alone around
2000 m3.
After the concrete pour at River Ash Spillway

Construction Progress
Bat friendly lighting design
The A120 Bypass and Flood Alleviation
Scheme is committed to protecting and
enhancing local biodiversity wherever
possible. A tremendous amount of care and
attention has been undertaken in the design of
the lighting scheme at Hadham Park
Roundabout.
The design is sensitive to the needs of a rare
bat species, known as barbastelle, which
roost in woodlands to the north and south of
the A120. Research shows that some bats are
light shy and will not cross roads lit by bright
white lights which can stop them accessing
food supplies and water. Bright street lights
also attract the flies and insects the bats feed
on and so reduce the food available in their
typical feeding areas.
The LED lights to be used here, are a warm
white colour and street lighting columns are
lower in height, with the lamps and lanterns
positioned to direct lighting onto the road and
avoid upward illumination, glare and light spill
onto bat flight paths.

Lighting columns at Hadham Park Roundabout

A Day in the Life Of…
Harry McCann, Trainee Civil Engineer, joined
GRAHAM in June 2019 and is part of the site
team working on the A120.
Harry is currently studying for his Higher-Level
Apprenticeship Degree in Civil Engineering one
day a week at London South Bank University and
working four days on the project.
“On my workdays I am on site ready to start work
by 7am, my day finishes around 6pm with two 30minute breaks. My current duties include setting
out, surveying and keeping a site work diary.
Most of my day is spent out on site with 1-2 hours
in the site offices dealing with paperwork and
emails.
In simple terms, setting out and surveying is the
process of transferring drawing details onto the
actual site itself, setting out site positions and
levels, ensuring depths and locations are correct
allowing for the accurate amount of cover whilst
keeping access for utilities and manholes.
Marking positions and reference points on the site
during this process for accuracy of where work
must be carried out.
I am always busy and constantly learning and
enjoy every aspect of my job, I can honestly say I
have never found myself bored. With long working
days I must be completely committed not only to
my work but to achieve my degree too. My day at
University is 9am-5pm and I do most of my
university work at the weekends. It is a big
commitment but working and studying suits me
better and working for GRAHAM I will get the
opportunity to work on a variety of projects.”

Tilekiln Roundabout
Drainage works at Tilekiln Roundabout have
been completed, and the lighting and signage
installation has also started.

Utilities
BT have completed the diversion works on
Albury Road and the old cables have been
removed.

Images of Harry undertaking surveying works

Flood Alleviation Scheme Progress
Reducing flood risk from Lloyd Taylor
Drain
Of the three watercourses that meet in Little
Hadham, if flooding occurs it normally starts at
the Lloyd Taylor Drain.
To reduce the risk of flooding from the Lloyd
Taylor Drain we are diverting it in a new open
channel that has been designed to carry larger
storm flows compared to the existing
watercourse. The new channel will have
shallower banks and be landscaped for
environmental benefit.
The old channel through the field will be filled
in and have a land drain pipe included so that
the land above it can continue to be farmed.

River Ash embankment photo gallery

Astounding ancient underground
discovery
An incredible discovery has been found
underground on our site. An ancient river
channel has been found under the road
mainline, just west of the Albury Tributary
embankment. It is believed this has been
flowing beneath the farmland for thousands
of years.
It appears to have been formed by the runoff of melting glaciers. Run-off flows over
land as surface water rather than being
absorbed into the ground or evaporating.
The run-off carved a channel in the original
clay, then as flow decreased it deposited
gravel sand and silt into it. The team have
excavated the channel, documented its
location and dimensions then refilled with
porous material that will hold up our road,
while ensuring it can continue to flow in the
future without impacting the road or wider
flood risk.

Construction Corner 101
What is a spillway?

River Ash embankment taking shape

The spillway is a dam safety element that
will only be utilised if the capacity of a
reservoir is reached, under very rare and
exceptionally high flood conditions.
A spillway allows excess flood over a dam
embankment in a safe controlled manner.
The spillway channel is designed so that
water slows down and loses energy in its
passage through the spillway.

View from River Ash embankment towards Mill
Mound

The scheme’s reservoir spillways are
reinforced concrete troughs that channel
the flow into stilling basins, after which the
slowed water would return to the
watercourse channels below the
embankments.

Albury
Tributary

Site plan

Upcoming project roadworks
Social distancing has changed the way we plan
and carry out work, which may cause
cancellations or changes to roadworks and
closures.

You can find out more about the project by
visiting our dedicated website:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass
You can follow us on Twitter:
@Herts_Highways

Road closures

Or on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/HertsHighways

Update: Hadham Park Roundabout

Subscribe for email updates:

Due to bad weather forecast in November, it is no
longer feasible for the team to carry out the
proposed work for the new Hadham Park
Roundabout. These works will now be carried out
in Spring 2021 and we will keep you
updated once the new dates have been
confirmed.

www.Hertfordshire.gov.uk/updateme

Please note, weekday temporary traffic lights on
the A120 Hadham Road will be in operation as
and when required until Spring 2021 (8am-6pm).
We thank you again for your patience.
What’s Coming Up?
• Spillway construction to continue at
Albury Tributary.
• Newt underpass at Hadham Park
Underpass to commence.
• Mill Mound overbridge construction to
continue.
• Read all about our archaeological
findings on site in the next edition of the
newsletter!

You can watch our progress on site
with our latest drone and time-lapse
footage. Visit our YouTube channel:
http://bit.ly/A120videos
You can also keep up-to-date with all
roadworks using the One.Network service.
Type One.Network into your internet search
engine and then type ‘Ware (Little
Hadham)’ into the search box to find out
more. You can pick different date ranges
from the drop-down menu to see upcoming
works.
You can also call the GRAHAM site team at
Standon Road on 01279 314182 for
immediate enquiries and concerns.
Please note our monthly face-to-face
drop-in sessions have been cancelled in
line with government restrictions until
further notice. However, we are joining
Little Hadham Parish Council’s monthly
online meeting to provide updates.

